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Temporarily or more permanently, everyone has a second home: 
their bikes. Both a companion and a tool, the bicycle is a refuge, 
a familiar place where one should feel comfortable and safe, free 
from constraints and fully enjoy the trip. With a Berthoud bike, 
you have complete confidence in your equipment: there is no 
question of stopping for anything other than a local specialty or 
getting your route map stamped.
A leather saddle with a patina and shaped like your favorite 
chair, panniers that keep your essentials safe from the elements 
and proudly bearing the marks of the miles you've ridden under 
the sun of Brest or La Paz, these are the guarantees of a 
Berthoud product. Bound by so many stories and miles together, 
impossible to get rid of or change, these useful and familiar 
objects will accompany you for a long time. And if they get tired 
before you do, a detour to the workshops where they were born 
will allow for a little refreshment, because choosing quality also 
means choosing a durable object.
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 Both companion and tool, 
the bicycle is a refuge, 

a familiar place where you can 
feel comfortable and safe, free 

from constraints and enjoy 
the trip.

“
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COMPANY PRESENTATION
The origins of the company

Founded in 1977 by Gilles Berthoud, Berthoud Cycles is now located in 
Fleurville in Saône et Loire (71). From the very beginning, the company 
has quickly focused on the manufacture and assembly of complete 
bicycles, both custom-made and in small series, in order to offer its 
customers machines that meet a high level of requirements.
Cycles Berthoud is mainly known for the manufacture of touring bikes, 
randonneuses and other bicycles for cycling, as well as the production of 
accessories related to these practices: as early as 1985, the production of 
panniers joined the workshops, then mudguards in 2007 and finally the 
iconic leather saddle, which only appeared in 2009.
In the world of cycling, the Berthoud name is associated with products 
known for their design and manufacturing qualities, elegance and 
durability. The leather saddles, awarded at the Eurobike 2009, explain 
in part the term "haute couture" of the cycle, often used to designate the 
company's products. 
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https://berthoudcycles.fr/en/content/33-our-labels-and-values
https://berthoudcycles.fr/en/67-saddles
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It is now thanks to the vision 
of the youngest recruits that 
Cycles Berthoud intends to 

attract new customers.

”
“
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The company today

Following the retirement of Gilles Berthoud in 2015, the company has since 
found a new owner. Philippe Marguet - a loyal customer of the brand - and a 
young team of enthusiasts, always accompanied by the historical employees of the 
company, are now keeping the heritage of the brand alive while following the 
evolution of the bicycle market. 
The company has survived the changes that have seen the disappearance of many 
historical craftsmen and it is today thanks to the vision of the youngest recruits 
that Cycles Berthoud intends to attract a new clientele. It is in this dynamic that 
the company has seen beautiful partnerships blossom with several of the most 
prominent international craftsmen of the moment, such as Sébastien Klein 
(Brevet Cycles), Brian Chapman (Chapman bicycles), Mitch Pryor (MAP 
bicycles) or Thomas Becker (Meerglas Fahrrader). 
The company is neither backward-looking nor modernist, but faithful to its 
founding values. It is evolving and diversifying its offer to meet new needs and to 
make the Berthoud name one of the most up-to-date references.
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PRODUCTION OF ACCESSORIES
Ultra-local and artisanal production, constant attention to quality 
and proven products are the assets of Cycles Berthoud. From 
the production of leather saddles to the machining of aluminum 
parts, not to mention the manufacture of frames and 
luggage, all production is located under the same roof, in 
the Fleurville workshops.02
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Leather saddles

The leather saddle, the brand's flagship product, 
combines a timeless aesthetic with modern materials and 
manufacturing processes. 
The vegetable-tanned leather is carefully selected for its 
thickness, strength and visual quality. Sourced exclusively 
from the croupon, it is purchased natural, raw from the 
tannery, and the dyeing - not painting - is done in-house, 
to keep as much control as possible over the process and 
the quality of the finished product. 
The cutting, drilling and honing of the leather is done on 
in-house designed machines that have taken years to 
develop. 
From design to manufacturing, everything is designed to 
preserve the integrity of the leather and guarantee the 
durability of the saddle. A fully disassemblable 
construction where every part is replaceable, ensures 
increased longevity and a reduced environmental 
footprint.
Finally, the stainless steel or titanium rails, combined with 
the polymer materials used for the nose and crescent, 
make the Berthoud saddle both resistant and comfortable.

https://berthoudcycles.fr/en/67-saddles
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Cycle touring panniers

Perpetuating the Sologne tradition, 
Berthoud panniers in cotton canvas 
and leather are true icons of bicycle 
touring, immediately recognizable 
among all the others thanks to a 
unique visual signature. 
The complete range, from the classic 
handlebar bag for the hiker, to the 
side panniers for the traveler, through 
various

kits and pouches of different sizes and 
functions, will delight all cyclists, 
whether they go for the day or for the 
morning.

Their durability will have made them a 
success with the great cyclists, who do not 
hesitate to cross France to have them 
repaired in the workshops where they were 
born ten or fifteen years ago.

https://berthoudcycles.fr/en/68-bags
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Machined components
The company also has a know-how in machining and produces several types of 
parts. 
We note the recent arrival in the range, of a mirror to be placed at the end of the 
handlebars as well as matching caps, which have quickly become key products of 
the brand. Having this production capacity allows the company to keep a 
maximum of autonomy by avoiding subcontracting, but also to be able to 
manufacture prototypes and unique pieces if needed.

https://berthoudcycles.fr/en/153-rear-view-mirrors
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Stainless steel bicycle mudguards
Introduced in 2007, the mudguards are made of stainless steel. They are stronger 
and more resistant to corrosion and therefore more durable than their aluminum 
competitors. Another advantage of this material is that the mudguards always 
remain shiny over time. They are available in different sizes to fit the many tire 
sizes available on the market.

https://berthoudcycles.fr/en/153-rear-view-mirrors


18



19

THE MANUFACTURE OF CYCLES
The custom-made

Since its beginnings in 1977 with Gilles Berthoud, the company has 
immediately produced complete bicycles, in small series and made-to-
measure. Having experienced a slump in the 90's, the handmade 
bicycle market is now experiencing a resurgence of interest. It is in 
opposition to a market that pushes consumption and obsolescence 
with the incessant introduction of new standards, that Berthoud 
cycles propose through their realizations, a pragmatic offer adapted to 
the real needs of cyclists and this since its creation.
Specialists in bicycles for cyclists and cyclotourists, Berthoud cycles 
manufacture modern and high quality steel frames, allowing to satisfy 
all needs, whether it is a light and performing bicycle or a bicycle that 
will go around the world. 
The manufacture of complete bikes, in addition to providing an ideal 
showcase for the brand's products, is part of the same logic of local and 
controlled production and allows us to provide a personalized 
response to the needs of each customer. 
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Berthoud cycles propose 
through their 

achievements, a pragmatic 
offer adapted to the real 

needs of cyclists, and this 
since their creation.

“
”
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a more modern interpretation of its classic touring bikes. 
This one is the result of more than 40 years of experience 
in the field of touring bikes, a true blend of a tried and 
tested recipe and modern influences. 
A frame kit is also available for those who would like to 
have an exclusive assembly and other models are being 
studied in order to create a more complete and coherent 
range.

Small series

In addition to the custom-made offer, there is a "ready-
to-ride" program, with which customers can access the 
quality of a fully-equipped, handcrafted bike, for a 
budget and a timeframe that are more contained than 
for a 100% custom-made bike. It is with this in mind 
that all the equipment and peripherals have been 
selected. Reliable and coherent with the constraints 
linked to touring, they will be common to all the 
complete bikes resulting from this program.
With the first model JM-19, the company wants to offer 
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1035, rue des Acacias
71260 Fleurville

FRANCE

berthoudcycles.fr
contact@berthoudcycles.fr

+33(0)385 514 646

https://berthoudcycles.fr/en/
https://www.instagram.com/berthoud_cycles/
https://fr-fr.facebook.com/BerthoudCycles/



